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Editorial Note
You have in your hands the fourth issue of Fellows. Apart from a slight change in design, this time all the contributing SYLFF fellows 
at JU were asked to reflect on a particular theme: Mainstream(s) and Margins.

Are there mainstream(s) of social or cultural spaces? How do ideas, artefacts, practices and people, get assigned to one “location” 
or to another? And once so assigned, do they remain there? What constitutes the margins? Where does the center end and the 
periphery begin, and how rigid is the division between them? 

We have referred to “mainstream(s)” in the semi-plural to highlight the notion that what is dominant is neither necessarily mono-
lithic nor static, and hence, the contours of the “margins” need not be fixed. But how do mainstream(s) and margins determine, 
direct, and define each other? In an increasingly interconnected world, what are the implications of maintaining, breaking, or 
merging boundaries?

This newsletter explores a preliminary agenda to address these questions. The idea is to apprehend the reconfiguring of social en-
quiry in the way old and new JU-SYLFF Fellows experience the dynamics of social relationships in their respective areas of research. 
We are also proud to publish in this issue an address by Akiko Matsunobu, the new Executive Director of the Scholarship Division, 
Tokyo Foundation. We are thankful to Professor Pradip Narayan Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, and Chairman, JU-SYLFF Steering Com-
mittee, and to Professor Joyashree Roy, JU-SYLFF Project Director, for their ever-cheerful support and guidance. And we remain 
grateful to Duke Ghosh and Payoshni Mitra, senior SYLFF Fellows, and earlier editors of Fellows, for their constant encouragement 
in bringing out this newsletter.

Do help us improve with your comments, suggestions, and criticism.

The Editors



2

Fellows Issu
e IV 2008

From the Vice Chancellor  
and Chairman,  
JU-SYLFF Steering Committee 
Professor Pradip Narayan Ghosh

The last year has been very eventful for the JU-SYLFF 
Programme.  Jadavpur University hosted Asia Pacific Re-
gional Forum in November 2007. When the global com-
munity is striving to achieve a solution for conflict reso-
lution for upholding the basic rights of the humankind, 
the SYLFF Asia Pacific Regional Forum 2007 provided a 
platform for dialogue among the younger generation of 
fifteen countries on the theme: Human Rights and Cre-
ative Leadership. The goal of the SYLFF Programme is to 
encourage the young generation to become future global 
leaders. Dr Egla Martinez Salazar as the key note speaker 
could go beyond the boundaries of academic analysis as 
she narrated her personal experience from least developed 
countries and questioned the existing analytical frame-
work to understand the social dynamics. It is encouraging 
to see future leaders of tomorrow are putting their heads 
together to work out a path of development that ensures 
social justice. 

We continue to be proud of our JU- SYLFF Fellows and I 
congratulate all the mentors who are behind their success-
ful journey. The journey of our SYLFF Fellows through 
the  global SYLFF-network is broadening their vision and 
expanding their exposure to varying development experi-
ences and cultural realities. This is inducing them to think 
out of the box and we look forward to their valuable con-
tribution in bridging the gap between countries, societ-
ies and human well-being in a creative way. Ritajyoti and 
Abhishek have shared their intellectual discourses with 
the El Colegio de Mexico and York University in Canada 
under the Fellow’s Mobility Programme and Bipasa is 
currently visiting Howard University in Washington DC. 
Duke has been invited to Utrecht University to participate 
in a spin-off programme, Madhuchanda has been invited 
to ‘Build Better Asia Dialogue’ in Beijing. The Fulbright- 
Nehru Committee has chosen Ritajyoti as a principal 
candidate for the Fulbright-Nehru-Doctoral and Pro-
fessional Research Fellowship for the year 2009-10. The  
JU-SYLFF Programme is strengthening the internation-
alisation of the higher education through the creation of 
globally exposed young minds. I wish a very successful 
journey to the SYLFF Programme and close support to the 
JU-SYLFF Association.  
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